
Leopold Parent Meeting: Reading



Purpose

ÅUnderstand the importance of reading 
development: phonics and comprehension

ÅHow to support your child in reading at home

ÅLibrary & reading resources



Why reading and sharing stories matters!

Reading together is 
fun and helps build 

relationships.

The impact lasts a lifetime. 
Readers are more confident and 
have greater job opportunities. 

Books contain new words 
that will help build your childü 
language and understanding.

Itüs the most important thing 
you can do to help your child 

succeed.



Why do boys underachieve?
Boys often 

lack 
independence 

when they 
start school

A tendency 
not to take 

time for 
reflection 

An impatience 
with planning 

and 
preparation 

Girls often 
have a more 

positive 
attitude 
towards 
reading

Peer pressure 
and a laddish 

culture in society

Young boys often 
find it difficult to 
hold a pencil and 

write

Girls tend 
to use more 
language in 
their play 
from an 

early age

A lack of 
male role 
models at 

school 

Boysõ low 
self esteem 
and limiting 
self beliefs



Reading Comprehension

Once your child is able to decode (use and apply their sounds to 
work out words). They need to be able to understand what they 
are reading.

This is called reading comprehension.

We assess the children's understanding of texts through questions. 

We have put together a handout with some questions you may 
like to ask your child when reading with them at home to deepen 
their understanding of what they are reading.



How you can help at home

Many of the 
following 

suggestions are 
things that you 
will be doing 

already, but there 
may be some that 
youüve not 
thought of. 



Even little changes can make
a big difference !



Some ideas to take the pressure off!



Exploring speaking and listening

Speaking and listening skills are

important because:

ă we use them to communicate

ă to become good readers and 

writers children need speaking 

and listening skills.

In general, boysü speaking and

listening skills are less developed

than those of girls entering school.



Top Tips: Talk about reading

Book behaviour, phonics, guided, independent, paired, comprehension, class 
libraries  

1. Make some time to read stories together (even five minutes a day is a 
good start).

2. Read with as much expression as possible.

3. Talk about the pictures, drawing attention to details, e.g.
how do you think he or she is feeling?
what is happening behind him/her?

4. Encourage your child to predict the story, i.e.
what do you think is going to happen next?

5. When youõve finished, ask if they can retell the story ðeither to you or 
to another member of the family.



Some general tips continued

Talk as you do jobs around the house 
(this is sometimes the best time for 
your child to talk about their concerns 
and problems).

When you are out and about, point out 
things you see around you and chat about 
them.

Watch films and programmes on 
television together and discuss them 
afterwards, e.g.

What each of you liked about the 
programme.
Which characters were most 
interesting?
Which bits were funniest/scariest?



Help your child's reading 
with essential tips, fun
activities and free eBooks.  

Oxford Owl - Welcome

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-
parents/phonics-videos/#animation

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

